[image: image1.png]< CAMBRIDGE PLACEMENT TEST




Demo test
A demo test is available at 

https://www.democpt.cambridgetest.org. 

The token for this site is DEMCPTE1.  This gives a short demonstration of the test, but it is not adaptive and does not give a score.

Cambridge Placement Test

Introduction

The Cambridge Placement Test is an online adaptive test of general English, testing the skills of Reading/Use of English and Listening. It has been designed to be short and flexible to meet the needs of users who want to place English language learners at all levels of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) from Pre-A1-C2. The test is available on demand and takes a maximum of 30 minutes.
Adaptive testing
The test is adaptive, which means that as the candidate progresses through the test, each item is chosen on the basis of the candidate’s response to the previous item. As a result, the test becomes progressively easier or more difficult until a consistent level of ability is achieved, and the candidate’s level of English can be identified. This also means that each test taken is virtually unique, helping to ensure integrity of test results.
Results
Results are reported instantly as an overall score on a scale of 0-100, indicating the CEFR level from Pre-A1 – C2.
	Score
	CEFR level

	90-100
	C2 (Mastery)

	75-89
	C1 (Effective proficiency)

	60-74
	B2 (Vantage)

	40-59
	B1 (Threshold)

	20-39
	A2 (Waystage)

	10-19
	A1 (Breakthrough)

	0-9
	Pre-A1


The Candidate Test Report Form also indicates the Cambridge ESOL tests available at each level. The Test Report Form can be printed at the end of the test by the Test Administrator or, if the Administrator chooses, it can be viewed and printed by the candidate.
Benefits of the Cambridge Placement Test for the customer

The Cambridge Placement Test is user-friendly and flexible to administer and offers the following features:

· Online ordering 24/7

· Online administration with no need for software installation

· On demand with immediate results

· Adaptive so fast and the same test can be used for all levels

· Secure – large encrypted item bank, which is regularly refreshed, means a unique test for each candidate

· All items pretested

· Customised branding is possible.

Benefits of the Cambridge Placement Test for the candidate

The Cambridge Placement Test is user-friendly for the candidate and offers the following features:

· Fast (approx. 30 minutes)
· Can choose to take a tutorial before the test

· Can access on-screen help at any time

· Modern design and interface

· Can see timer and progress bar

· Adaptive so questions are at an appropriate level

· Immediate results.
Technical requirements
	
	Minimum
	Recommended

	Processor
	Pentium® II 450 MHz
	Pentium III 800 MHz

	RAM
	256 MB
	512 MB 

	Free hard drive space
	2 GB
	4 GB 

	Screen resolution
	1024 x 768
	1280 x 1024

	Operating system
	Windows® 2000 Pro
	Windows XP Pro or later

	Internet connection
	512 kbps
	1 Mbps 

	Internet Explorer
	v 6 
	v 7 

	Adobe Acrobat® 
	v 6 
	v 6 or later

	Adobe Flash Player®
	v 9.0 
	v 10.0 or later 

	Java Runtime Environment
	v 5
	v 6

	Other
	Sound card and headphones
	Sound card and headphones


Demo test
A demo test is available at 

https://www.democpt.cambridgetest.org. 

The token for this site is DEMCPTE1.  This gives a short demonstration of the test, but it is not adaptive and does not give a score.
Ensuring the technical requirements are met

Cambridge Placement Test is a real-time online adaptive test. As a result, the performance of the test will depend on the internet connection speed and available bandwidth at the time the test is taken. Factors such as the number of concurrent internet users on a network, other internet services running, and local ISP performance will also impact on the test performance.

To make the technical checking of your hardware and software as quick and effortless as possible, a diagnostic tool and bandwidth checker have been developed.  These should be used on the computers where the tests will be taken, whilst connected to the internet.
􀂅 Diagnostic Tool: http://www.cambridgeesol.org/tools/diagnostic/
􀂅 Bandwidth Checker: http://www.cambridgeesol.org/tools/bandwidth/
The minimum technical requirements and instructions for configuring Internet Explorer are given below.  There are three tasks in total: Trusted Sites, Pop-up Blocker and Allowing access to local clipboard – each task should be performed on every PC which will be used for the Cambridge Placement Test.  

An interactive demo test which simulates the test-taking experience is available. This site can also be used to check computers are correctly set up to deliver a live test. The demo test is not adaptive, nor is a result provided on completion of the test.
􀂅 https://www.democpt.cambridgetest.org
The token for this site is DEMCPTE1.  This token can be used repeatedly.

Technical support

If you have any queries regarding the Cambridge Placement Test, please contact Cambridge ESOL Helpdesk. 
Email: ESOLHelpdesk@CambridgeESOL.org

Tel: +44 1223 553997

Fax: +44 1223 553621

Address: Cambridge ESOL Helpdesk

University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations

1 Hills Road, Cambridge, CB1 2EU, UK

Opening hours: 08.30−17.00 (UK time)
Technical requirements for PCs 
	
	Minimum
	Recommended

	Processor
	Pentium® II 450 MHz
	Pentium III 800 MHz

	RAM
	256 MB
	512 MB 

	Free hard drive space
	2 GB
	4 GB 

	Screen resolution
	1024 x 768
	1280 x 1024

	Operating system
	Windows® 2000 Pro
	Windows XP Pro or later

	Internet connection
	512 kbps
	1 Mbps 

	Internet Explorer
	v 6 
	v 7 

	Adobe Acrobat® 
	v 6 
	v 6 or later

	Adobe Flash Player®
	v 9.0 
	v 10.0 or later 

	Java Runtime Environment
	v 5
	v 6

	Other
	Sound card and headphones
	Sound card and headphones


Other factors affecting performance

The Cambridge Placement Test is a real-time online test. As a result, its performance depends on factors such as internet connection speed, available bandwidth, the number of concurrent internet users on a network, other internet services which are running, and local ISP capacity. 

Applications you can download 

You can download the latest version of Adobe Flash Player from: 

· http://get.adobe.com/flashplayer
You can download the latest version of Java Runtime Environment from: 

· http://www.java.com

Configuring Internet Explorer 7 on Candidate PCs

If Internet Explorer 7 is not configured correctly for Cambridge Placement Test, you may encounter problems such as the following: 

· The test does not start when Candidates enter their tokens. 
· Internet Explorer displays a security message referring to a local clipboard. 
· Internet Explorer displays pop-up blocker messages and scripting warnings. 
To avoid such problems, follow the steps below. If you use Internet Explorer 6 and have problems, similar steps may help. 
Make Cambridge Placement Test a trusted site 

1. In Internet Explorer 7, open the Tools menu and choose Internet Options.

2. On the Security tab, click the “Trusted sites” icon and then the Sites button. 

3. In the “Add this Web site to the zone” field, type one of the following addresses: 

· on PCs that will use the Administration website: 

www.admincpt.cambridgetest.org 

· on PCs that will use the Candidate website: 

www.cpt.cambridgetest.org  
4. Click the Add button. 

5. Click the Close button. 

6. If the Default Level button is enabled, click it. 

7. With “Trusted sites” still selected, move the slider in the lower part of the Internet Options box to the Medium-Low position. (The setting applies only to the websites in your Trusted Sites security zone.) 

8. Click the OK button. 

Adjust the Pop-Up Blocker setting

9. In Internet Explorer 7, open the Tools menu and choose Internet Options. 

10. On the Privacy tab, in the Pop-Up Blocker section, click Settings. 
11. In the “Address of website to allow” field, type one of the following addresses:
· on PCs that will use the Administration website: 

www.admincpt.cambridgetest.org

· on PCs that will use the Candidate website: 

www.cpt.cambridgetest.org   
12. Click the Close button. 
13. Click the OK button.  

Allow access to the local clipboard 

On Candidate PCs, the Cambridge Placement Test needs to be able to clear the local clipboard to help prevent Candidates copying and printing questions. (The following procedure applies only to sites in the Trusted Sites zone.) 

1. On Candidate PCs, in Internet Explorer 7, open the Tools menu and choose Internet Options. 

2. On the Security tab, select Trusted Sites and click the Custom Level button. 

3. Scroll down to the Scripting section (near the bottom). 

4. Under “Allow Programmatic clipboard access”, select Enable. (In Internet Explorer 6, this option is called “Allow paste operations via script”.) 

5. Click the OK button. 

6. Click the OK button again. 
